
Flying School Celebrates  
                              The successful recapitalisation of Ardmore Flying School has been 
celebrated by shareholders, supporters staff and students at a special dinner. 

             About 80 people attended the event at the school’s 
Ardmore Airport headquarters heard AFS board chairman, 
Peter Upton, a former student now working for Air New 
Zealand, describe the goals and aspirations of the school’s 
four new shareholders who have joined the existing share-
holder Nick and Chelsea Moore as owners. 
            Irene King, General Manager of AFS since December 
last year, told the Ardmore Flyer that the Covid pandemic 
and various lockdowns had presented the school with very 
challenging conditions. 
            She said that, with borders closed, the school was 
unable to bring in foreign students and had to carefully 
shrink the business while retaining quality of service to ex-
isting students. 
    At various times the Government’s business sup-
port packages were the only thing keeping the school oper-
ating within its cash flow limits. 
              “We were in the fortunate position to recapitalise, 
a process that took five months,” said Irene. 
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Warren Sattler, the school’s ambassador.  Continued on page  3 ... 
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GREETINGS FROM THE CEO 
  
 Welcome to the Ardmore Flyer for June 
2022. For many business owners at Ardmore 
Airport there is a sentiment of cautious opti-
mism.  
 In one respect business is going well and there 
is ongoing investment underway. Yet the effects of the 
Government’s Covid 19 policies are still making it diffi-
cult to achieve free flowing staff and students. Howev-
er, aviation and industrial property are on the upswing 
and these make up the airport’s top priorities for this 
year.  
           The article on Pioneer Aero in this issue of the 
Ardmore Flyer is a great testament to the long stand-
ing restoration resources at Ardmore Airport. The 
Kittyhawk project was a major achievement. It’s also 

great to see such a strong pipeline of work ahead for them.  
  We also welcome Ardmore Flying School’s new shareholders, directors and manage-
ment. They have been working very hard to develop a new and sustainable business struc-
ture and they should be acknowledged for that. Reports out of the USA are pointing to an 
upcoming shortage of pilots and we hope that translates into an increase in students for all 
our flight schools.  
  The NZ Warbirds at Ardmore have also been extremely busy with the introduction of 
their new manager, Mike Curwood, and planning for the long awaited return of the 
Warbirds’ open day. We look forward to the regular time slots of this great event again and 
success as a major fund raising event for the Warbirds. 
  For all of our readers we hope all is well in your homes and businesses too. 
 Kind Regards 
Dave Marcellus 
CEO 

Dave Marcellus  

  

In This Issue 

Flying School Celebrates        Page  1 & 3 
Airport’s new asset manager       Page  4 
Grass runway not so bumpy       Page  4 
Pioneer Aero engineers kept busy       Page  5 & 6 
Warbirds prepare for Open Day       Page  7 & 8 

   

 
 



Page  3 

   

 
  

              “Our stakeholders were 
fantastic. A group of them came in 
behind the company to ensure it 
did survive. The party was partly to 
thank them for their wonderful 
support.” 
              Irene said the school now 
had about 120 students, almost 
half of whom were New Zealanders 
of New Zealand residents.  
Among the overseas students from 
countries like India and China, 
there were six from Tonga who 
would all have jobs when they re-
turned home.       
 - By John Andrews,  
 - Photos by Anne Van Engelen NZ Community Newspapers 

Sean Lynch [left], legal adviser for the school’s shareholders, and Terry Maude, one of the 
new shareholders at the celebrations. 

Continued from page  1 

Allan Bostock [left], Unicom general manager, and Dave Marcellus, 
Ardmore Airport chief executive. 

Five of the school’s trainees [left to right], Devender Kumar, Divyam Tailor, Iliyan Bhamani, Oscar Sharp and William Coe.  

  [left to right] Maria Benavides, managing director of Enrolpro; Dave 
Brown, chief flying instructor for NZ Warbirds at Ardmore, with Irene 
King 

  

  

    



Roller on grass runway  

AIRPORT’S NEW ASSET MANAGER 
            Duncan White’s experience with health and safety is-
sues fits well with his new job as Ardmore Airport’s asset and 
compliance manager. 
              He spent two decades managing health and safety compliance for 
fuel-related companies around New Zealand, Asia and the South Pacific. 
Before that he served eight years with New Zealand military police.  
              Since taking up his airport post a couple of months ago, Duncan, a 
Worksafe-approved test certifier, has been able to provide sage advice to 
airport users, tenants and contractors on better ways of dealing with 
health and safety situations.  
              A lifetime fan of football, Duncan has played up to senior level 
with     Manurewa Football Club and is still involved with the club in a 
team management role.  
 

GRASS RUNWAY NOT SO BUMPY 
              A seven-tonne roller has been driven over Ardmore Airport’s grass runway quite 
a number of times to reduce surface undulations. 
                And, to improve safety by reducing the potential for bird strike, the company is investigating the 
use of grass seed containing enzymes insects don’t like to eat, which in turn makes the area less attractive 
to birdlife.  
                Airport asset and compliance manager, Duncan White, said the company had sought advice from 
a turf consultant about the seed that airports such as Auckland International, Timaru and Kaiapoi had 
found effective.  
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The Pioneer Aero team with Claudio Coltri’s restored Kittyhawk [Picture by Gavin Conway]. 

   PIONEER AERO ENGINEERS KEPT BUSY 
            Pioneer Aero staff have begun restoring three more P-40 Kittyhawk aircraft at their 
Ardmore Airport base hangar. 
            Their most recently completed project, a P-40E Kittyhawk originally retrieved from a Russian lake, 

is now being shipped to Europe for delivery to its owner, Italian industrialist Claudio Coltri.  
            Pioneer Aero spent about 25,000 hours restoring the aircraft which was in a rough but recognisa-
ble condition when brought to Ardmore Airport.  Once work was completed and the project signed off by 
the Civil Aviation Authority, the restored, former Lend Lease machine underwent 10 hours of test flying 
by aviator Frank Parker.  The Kittyhawk was then dismantled, fitted into custom-built frames and placed 
in a container for the journey to its new home. 
            Steve Cox, Pioneer Aero’s owner, said Claudio Coltri, who had a stable of other aircraft, intended to 
obtain a rating to fly the P-40 himself.  
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Frank Parker on a test flight [Picture by Paul Johnston]. 

  

  



The dismantled Kittyhawk being prepared for shipment to Europe  

   

 
 

 Steve said Pioneer Aero staff, renowned worldwide for their expertise in restoring P-40s, were 
working on the salvaged remains of two Kittyhawks, an E1 and an N1 version, plus the wings of a third 
Kittyhawk.   
 Like Claudio Coltri’s plane, the 1941 E1 was from wreckage of a Lend Lease combat machine in 
Russia. The N1 version, built in 1943, saw service with the Royal New Zealand Air Force in the South Pa-
cific and was recovered from a scrap yard near Hamilton Airport at Rukuhia.  
             Steve said that once the wings of the third Kittyhawk had been restored, they would be reunited 

with the plane’s already completed fuselage.                        
   Pioneer Aero has 11 

fulltime and four part time as-
sorted engineers working at its 
Corsair Lane building.  
 During the past two 
decades, the company has 
completed or worked on a va-
riety of aircraft, from 
 Kittyhawks to a P-39 
Airacobra, P51 Mustang, Cor-
sair, CT4 Airtrainer, a Yak 3 
and a Yak 52, an La-9, BAC 167 
Strikemasters and a Bristol 
Freighter. 
 - By John Andrews 
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Harvards practice for Warbirds open day air display — photo by Peter Barwick 

WARBIRDS OPEN DAY LOOMS 
           NZ Warbirds at Ardmore officials have been fine tuning plans for their open day at 
Ardmore Airport on Sunday, June 5, Queen’s birthday weekend. 

           Mike Curwood, Warbirds’ general manager, said that, unlike in 
previous years, if weather conditions forced the cancellation of the 
“Warbirds on Parade” event on the Sunday, the organisation would 
use the next day, Monday, as a reserve day.   
           The show, including aerial displays at 10.30am, 12.30pm and 
2.30pm, will commemorate the Second World War’s D-Day landing 
at Normandy in France. 
            Mike said the day would feature quite a strong contingent of 
helicopters such as those from Westpac’s Auckland Rescue Helicop-
ter Trust, the Police Department and the New Zealand Defence 
Force. 
            Mike, who took over the gm role from Trish Reynolds in Febru-
ary, said: “I have been relying on people who have done it before. It’s 
like a very well-run machine.” 
            Bearing in mind the effects of Covid 19 lockdowns over the 
past two years where people missed out on such events, “It’ll be 

good to get back to what Warbirds does --- flying aeroplanes.” 
            Born and bred in Christchurch, Mike has a long association with aviation. Originally a flight instruc-
tor with the Canterbury Aero Club, he joined Eagle Air as a pilot in 1994. 
            Three years later, he moved to Hongkong, joined Cathay Pacific and flew A340s and A230s. In 2001, 
Mike returned to New Zealand and worked out of Auckland as a first officer for Cathay for the next 19 
years. 
            The advent of the Covid pandemic brought Cathay’s international flights to an abrupt halt. Several 
of Mike’s ex-Cathay colleagues have connections to Warbirds so when the gm’s job came up, he leapt at 
the opportunity. 
            “It’s what I enjoy,” he said. “So many of the [Warbirds] people are passionate about aviation and 
these aircraft out here.”   - By John Andrews 

Page  7 

   

 
 

  

  

Mike Curwood 
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Disclaimer Notification 
Reference herein to any specific commercial products, processes, or services by trade name, trademark or company or otherwise does not necessarily 
constitute or imply endorsement or recommendation by AAL (Ardmore Airport Limited). The views and opinions of authors expressed herein shall not be 
used for advertising or product-endorsement purposes.  AAL assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions in this publication or other documents or files 
that are referenced by or linked to this publication. 

Events  
 

Warbirds on Parade Open Day—Sunday 5th June 2022 
         
 

If you have an event you wish to have listed here  
please contact Melanie Nelson on 09) 298 9544 or 

melanie@ardmoreairport.co.nz  

Ardmore Airport Limited  

proudly supports 

Auckland Rescue Helicopter Trust,  

Kidney Kids and Burns Support Group, 

NZ Warbirds at Ardmore 
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Ardmore Airport Ltd - Team 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
     
 Dave Marcellus - Chief Executive - dave@ardmoreairport.co.nz 
 Duncan White  - Asset and Compliance Manager - duncan@ardmoreairport.co.nz 
 Roslin Quigley - Finance & Administration Manager - roslin@ardmoreairport.co.nz 
 Allan Bostock - General Manager Unicom - allan@arunicom.co.nz 
 Melanie Nelson - Administration, Events and Reception  
               - melanie@ardmoreairport.co.nz 
               John Andrews - Journalist/Editor - johnandrews@xtra.co.nz 
 

 

     


